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As fortunate encounters go, they do not come much
better than meeting an oil sheikh in 1970s London as a
young chartered surveyor, helping him around the UK
capital’s property scene, and ending up with a job offer -
one that eventually led to living in the Middle East and
working as an advisor on the real estate portfolios of
several ruling families. But as Mr Nicholas Brooke’s life
exemplifies, luck is only part of the equation. It is the
foresight to spot opportunities and the confidence and
endeavor to seize them that actually take you to the next

level.

The willingness to put such a talent to work on behalf
of Hong Kong and its long-term future has been clear
since Mr Brooke first arrived in the city in 1980. He
initially worked for Swire Properties Ltd and played a
significant part in the company’s hugely popular
developments of Taikoo Shing and Pacific Place. When he
tapped into the city’s entrepreneurial spirit in 1988 to start
his own real estate practice, the comprehensive nature of
his consultancy and strict adherence to ethical behavior
helped put Hong Kong on the map for world-class
property development and investment advisory services.
The University of London alumnus is the chairman of
Professional Property Services Limited, a trustee of the
International Valuation Standards Council, and a Past

President of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors.

Mr Brooke’s vision, optimism, and impetus for
moving forward coincided with the city’s own, and, he
soon joined “Team Hong Kong”, contributing his
expertise in large-scale project planning, delivery and
leadership to become a stalwart player in public and
professional service. Mr Brooke is a founder member and
fellow of the Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors, the
chairman of the Harbourfront Commission, a member of
the Commission on Strategic Development, and founded
the Heritage Hong Kong Foundation together with his
wife, Margaret. He has also served on the Hong Kong
Town Planning Board and Hong Kong Housing
Authority.
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A firm believer that innovation underpins growth, one
of Mr Brooke’s greatest challenges and triumphs was the
Hong Kong Science and Technology Parks Corporation,
where he battled keenly to get the idea of a hub to spur
commercialization of new knowledge off the drawing
board and into reality. After the statutory body was finally
formed in 2001, he served first as a board member and
then as chairman from 2007 to 2014. In these roles, he
devoted enormous time to building up community,
Mainland China, regional and international support,
driving forward world-class infrastructure provision,
incubation programs and collaboration, and pushing
forward the hi-tech boundaries of Hong Kong
entrepreneurialism. Among his many achievements there,
he helped pave the way for the 170 incubatees currently

being nurtured, including those from HKUST.

Indeed, the arrival of the Park was excellent news for
HKUST, adding another feisty voice and top practical
resources and support for the University’s faculty and
graduates in moving concepts from campus to
marketplace. Both institutions champion areas of high
social impact such as green technology, information and
communications technology, and electronics. Both seek to
keep Hong Kong at the forefront of national, regional and
global development through spurring the start-up
businesses that could power growth and better lives. As
chairman, Mr Brooke participated in HKUST endeavors
to advance recognition of the critical role of science and
technology in the city and region’s future development.
Separately, he has also generously provided time to mentor

HKUST students.

In 2012, Hong Kong recognized Mr Brooke’s
dedication to promoting innovation and technology
development with a Silver Bauhinia Star, which now sits
alongside the earlier Bronze Bauhinia Star for his work
with the Housing Authority. Today, we at HKUST honor
Mr Nicholas Brooke for his long commitment to powering
forward Hong Kong’s knowledge economy and assisting
our University in its mission, for his willing gift of insights
and expertise to enhance the city’s long-term prospects,
and for his drive to create opportunities for the next

generation to seize.
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Mr Ronald KY. Chao, Vice-Chairman of Novel
Enterprises Ltd, has a story to tell. Many fascinating tales,
in fact, about Hong Kong’s economic miracle in the 1960s
and Mainland China’s opening up, all from the perspective
of someone at the heart of events. During this time, his
family’s wool-spinning and knitting business grew from
10 office staff to multinational levels, with Novel making
Hong Kong a global hub for sweater production. In 1978,
the Chao family, headed by former Shanghai refugee now
magnate and philanthropist Chao Kuang Piu, became the
first to set up a factory across the border. In the 1980s, they

played a major part in establishing airline Dragonair.

Today, we also celebrate how Mr Ronald Chao is now
pioneering further deep-rooted regional change through
his drive for young people in Asia to understand each
other better. HKUST students are among the beneficiaries
of Mr Chao’s vision, support and hard work to advance

relations in the region as a whole.

While many at 70-plus would be thinking of slowing
down, Mr Chao has been criss-crossing Asia in pursuit of
his perceptive goal: to build intercultural student
dormitories and set up study abroad scholarships for
Asian students at leading universities in Asia. Given the
shifting focus of the global economy and the often fraught
relationships between Asian countries, Mr Chao wants to
kick-start change among those who may be regional

decision-makers one day.

He knows the long-lasting value of such early
cross-cultural Asian insights. For his master’s degree in
engineering, he took the regular path of a US education.
But unlike most of his Wah Yan peers in the mid-1950s,
his undergraduate days were spent in Japan. Even more
unusual, for two of his four years at the University of
Tokyo, he lived in an innovative dormitory expressly
created to build cultural understanding between local and

overseas students.

This time spent in the East when others only learned
about the West had a huge impact on his life. Equipped
with Japanese language skills in mid-1960s Hong Kong,
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Novel became one of the first Hong Kong companies to
send products to export-oriented Japan. His dorm
friendships also stayed the distance. On a visit to Japan, he
called up a long out-of-touch acquaintance who by then
had become a government minister. The minister not only

visited Mr Chao. He stayed for a two-hour chat!

Spurred on by these experiences, Mr Chao has since
generously pledged US$150 million to support
educational institutions and scholarships in Greater China
and Asia. In addition, he personally laid the groundwork
through years of tough discussions with institutions and
potential supporters in countries around the region. In
2010, his cross-cultural dormitories for Chinese and
Japanese students finally began to be accepted, with five
leading Mainland universities - Tsinghua, Peking, Fudan,
Shanghai Jiao Tong and Zhejiang — coming on board. The
concept later expanded to include other nationalities and

was renamed the Asian Youth Center Project.

More followed. With the
luminaries such as former Hong Kong Chief Executive Mr
C.H. Tung and HKUST Founding President Professor
Chia Wei Woo, the Asian Future Leaders Scholarship

Program was set up in 2013. The initiative currently

success support of

includes 16 top universities in Greater China, Japan and
Korea, with HKUST among the six anchor institutions. In
total, around 100 students can benefit annually. Mr Chao’s
daughter Ms Ronna Chao, a HKUST Court Member, now
runs the Bai Xian Asia Institute, which develops and
implements the program. Professor Woo serves as

President.

Befitting Mr Chao’s contribution, recognition of his
work has been cross-cultural, encompassing Japan’s
prestigious Order of the Rising Sun, Gold Rays with Neck
Ribbon as well as the Most Caring Individual Donor
Award in the sixth China Charity Awards. Just as the
French, English and Germans have set aside centuries of
conflict to form the European Union, he doesn’t see why it
can’t happen in Asia. It is for such inspired regional
dreams, and outstanding practical provision to build
cooperation, understanding and empathy, that we honor

Mr Ronald K.Y. Chao at this ceremony today.
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While Dr Steven J. DeKrey, or “Steve” as he was

o

universally known at HKUST, no longer walks our
corridors daily, the legacy of his 16 years in Hong Kong
remains all around - on campus and far beyond.

Dr DeKrey is now President of the Asian Institute of
Management. But until 2012, he was HKUST Business
School Senior Associate Dean, Director of Master’s
Programs, Adjunct Professor of Management, and one of
the lead characters in the School’s hugely successful and
precipitously fast global rise.

The HKUST MBA Program was ranked in the top five
in the region by Asia-Inc magazine in 2000, just nine years
after the University’s founding, and No.1 a year later. In
2010, the Financial Times placed it in the top 10
worldwide. Meanwhile, the Kellogg-HKUST Executive
MBA, run with Northwestern University’s Kellogg School
of Management in the US, achieved the No.1 spot globally
six times from 2007 onward in Financial Times’ surveys.
While rankings cannot tell the full picture, they certainly
help build a global brand,
consistently.

especially if achieved

When Dr DeKrey arrived in 1996 to reshape the
School’s MBA and become Founding Director of the
pioneering intercontinental joint Executive MBA, he
brought with him a special combination of top US
university administrative experience, academic knowledge
and networks. He had a PhD from the University of Iowa
and an MBA from the Kellogg School of Management,
where he had also served as Dean of Admissions. At the
University of Florida, he had directed the MBA program
and developed two Executive MBA programs. In addition,
he had taught strategy classes.

As always at HKUST, expectations were high. The
personable, go-getting American didn’t disappoint. As the
thousands of local and international rising business
leaders and senior corporate executives who subsequently
sought entry to HKUST Business School attested, and
colleagues acknowledged, Dr DeKrey developed and ran
Tough
game-changer and being a high GMAT achiever or

excellent programs. admission proved a
corporate star might not be enough. It was the balance of
minds, cultures, fields and bonding within a class that
could turn a local program global and from a useful

qualification to a lifelong personal asset.
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With early-days experience of rankings in the US, Dr
DeKrey also knew the significance for HKUST and other
institutions in Asia when such surveys started to spring up
internationally. Working together with other senior
management at the School, he used his insight and
outstanding skills as a communicator to ensure Asian and
developing countries’ programs got a fair opportunity to
shine by advocating for the methodology to be used and

how to measure criteria.

From his vantage point in Hong Kong, Dr DeKrey
soon recognized the global impact of China and Asia’s rise,
deftly driving the School’s growing number of master’s
programs to become meeting points for Hong Kong,
Mainland and international professionals and encouraging
broader East-West horizons. He himself taught insightful
and well-received leadership courses on the MBA and
Executive MBA. He also edited several books on Asian
business leadership (including Leadership Experiences in
Asia, co-edited with David M. Messick, Learning from
Leaders in Asia, and Making Extraordinary Things
Happen in Asia with Barry Posner and Jim Kouzes).

Indeed, Dr DeKrey moved as comfortably within the
wider business community as the higher education world,
actively boosting knowledge transfer between town and
gown and vice versa. In 2008, he became Chairman of the
American Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong, an
organization influential in business circles throughout the
region and a rare accolade for a university-based member.
His list of other community activities was long and equally
distinguished, including former President of the Kellogg
Alumni Club of Hong Kong, former President of the
Kowloon Rotary Club and the first Honorary Member of
the HKUST Alumni Advisory Board.

Back on campus, Dr DeKrey’s long-term vision for
HKUST saw him devote much time in latter years to his
role as Chair of the Building Committee for the
state-of-the-art Lee Shau Kee Business Building. This
became the School’s first dedicated home in 2013 - a very
proud moment for Dr DeKrey, even though he had left the
University by then.

Today it is we who are proud to honor Dr Steven J.
DeKrey. We do so for his immense contribution to
excellence at HKUST Business School and the University’s
local, national and global standing, his significant impact
business and his

on Hong Kong’s community

commitment to the region’s future.
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Whether the
integrated circuits and systems or the huge canvas of how

intricate detail of mixed-signal
science and technology can be harnessed for social and
economic change, Professor Charles G. Sodini has been an
active and effective global force for good, including a
ground-breaking initiative with HKUST that seeks to

drive forward innovation in Hong Kong.

The LeBel Professor of Electrical Engineering at
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) has spent 40
years exploring microelectronics, with contributions
ranging from the earliest days of the semiconductor
industry to tomorrow’s brave new world of implantable
healthcare devices. The field’s awesome potential and how
it should be utilized continue to enthuse the far-sighted
American, one of the still rare academic-technologists
equally at home in the classroom, lab, boardroom, and
government briefing room.

He was first inspired as an undergraduate at Purdue
University by late great engineering educator Professor
Gerry Neudeck. Prof Sodini has gone on to take this legacy
forward, energizing generations of electrical engineering
students since joining MIT in 1983 and as an Adjunct
Professor in the Electronic and Computer Engineering
Department at HKUST.

The bigger social picture has also long been a part of
Professor Sodini’s worldview. At Purdue, he earned a BA
in Sociology as well as a BSc in Electrical Engineering. He
then joined Hewlett Packard Laboratories, gaining his
master’s degree and PhD at the University of California,
Berkeley, in 1981 and 1982 respectively, while at the same
time continuing to work for HP Labs. Since that time, Prof
Sodini has effectively combined these perspectives as a
consultant to many technology companies. He has also
proved an able entrepreneur himself. In 1999, he
co-founded SMal Camera Technologies to develop
cutting-edge digital imaging solutions for products such as
mobile phones and automotive vision systems.

In 2011, his research expertise and all-round industry
experience saw the respected IEEE Fellow become founder
and co-director of MIT’s Medical Electronic Device
Realization Center. The combined academic, medical and
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technology industry endeavor is now advancing
state-of-the-art medical devices, including next-generation
wearables that will extend the role of clothes from

indicating who we are to how we are.

Links with Hong Kong and HKUST stretch across
decades. In the 1990s, Professor Sodini’s knowledge and
interest in globalization were ably employed during a
sabbatical at our campus and as part of a large MIT team
that explored how Hong Kong should position itself for
the future. The team’s year-long study carried out on
behalf of the Hong Kong government and business sector
led to the book, Made by Hong Kong, published in 1997.
Now, as Hong Kong seeks to advance further as an
innovation hub, Professor Sodini together with Professor
Mitchell Tseng, from HKUST’s Department of Industrial
Engineering and Logistics Management, have opened the
way for another part of the city’s knowledge transfer
ecosystem to be put into place.

Through the HKUST-MIT Research Alliance
Consortium, launched in 2014, Hong Kong has gained a
pioneering research and development catalyst focused on
pre-competitive activities. This significant collaborative
venture involves government, local and international
higher education, and multinational companies. It aims to
spur development in the city by driving forward
industry-relevant research with local, regional and global
impact. It strives to deepen opportunities not only for
engineering graduates of HKUST but for all of Hong
Kong’s engineering schools as well as other young talents
and the wider community.

Equally significant, the Consortium is powering a
mindset shift, drawing the attention of international
companies involved in R&D to the world-class innovative
capabilities now available in Hong Kong. The initial
emphasis is on intelligent living technology, including
smart green buildings and information and
communication technologies, to hasten healthier urban

lifestyles.

HKUST and Hong Kong have been fortunate to have
a colleague and friend such as Prof Sodini. He has shared
his expertise, energy, and understanding of the crucial
social role of innovation with us all. He has elevated the
possibilities that we can all now aspire to achieve. This is
why we honor Prof Charles G. Sodini, LeBel Professor of
Electrical Engineering, today.
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